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Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 
2017 Summer Reading Assignment 

Due Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 in the SHS Main Office 
 

Dear Students,  

Welcome to AP English Language and Composition!  I am excited that you have chosen to take this 
class and look forward to seeing you in the fall.  This course should prove to be an exciting, challenging, 
and rewarding experience for you.  The focus of the AP Language and Composition course is primarily 
rhetorical analysis and argument.  Thus, we spend a large majority of our time discussing works of 
nonfiction.   

In order to be successful on the AP exam, it is imperative that you be well read.  As you read more 
widely, your vocabulary becomes broader and richer.   Exposure to a variety of works will allow you to 
recognize effective writing styles and to emulate their good form in your own writings.   

When you read, keep a dictionary close in order to define any words that you find unfamiliar; write 
these down for future reference.  Be aware of the many allusions that authors use for emphasis or for 
clarity; don’t be afraid to investigate if something is unfamiliar.  In essence, engage with your book; do not 
simply go through the motions. 

Part I of your summer reading assignment is to read as many books of your choice as you can.  You must read at 
least one book, but you may read as many you would like. For each book that you choose, you are required to 
write five journals.  When considering the books of your choice, please keep in mind that they should be of 
a certain literary merit. The whole point of allowing you to choose your own books is to get you to READ.  
Read that book you’ve always wondered about, but never had time to delve into because of swimming, 
homework, horseback riding, football, dance, etc.  Read the next book in a series you can’t put down!  
Read the hottest new title that everyone is talking about.  Read a classic that your parents have always loved. 
Whatever it is, JUST READ!!!      

Part II of your summer reading assignment is to read 2 articles per week from The New York Times.  
One should be from the Opinion section.  Choose one of your two articles and write a 2-paragraph 
response to post on our class blog.  Your responses are due each week by 8pm on Sunday and must follow 
the format below: 
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      Paragraph 1 – Rhetorical Précis  

a) In a single coherent sentence give the following: 
 -name of author, title of the work, date in parenthesis 
 -a rhetorically accurate verb (such as assert, argue, deny, refute, prove, disprove, explain, etc.) 
 -a that clause containing the major claim (thesis statement) of the work. 

b) In a single, coherent sentence give an explanation of how the author develops and supports the major 
claim. 

c) In a single, coherent sentence give a statement of the author’s purpose, followed by an “in order” phrase 
(to what does the author want the audience to react, feel or do). 

d) In a single, coherent sentence give a description of the intended audience and/or the relationship the 
author establishes with the audience.  

       Paragraph 2 – Personal Response to the article 

 Here you write a personal response to the article.  Ideas include, but are not limited to:  why you   
 chose the article, how it sheds light on or connects to current events, you personal opinion on the   
 topic, etc.   

Part I Summer Reading Assignment Criteria 

1) For each book of your choice you will get a separate grade.  The amount of credit you earn is up to you.  In other 
words, you may read as many books as you’d like! 

2) Find a book that is right for you.  This is a skill in itself. 
3) Buy a marble notebook 
4) For each book you read, you must write five 1-2 page journals in the marble notebook (journal topics listed 

below).   
5) Sources to consult when searching for books: 

 -The New York Times Book Reviews and Best Sellers List 
 -American Library Association or www.ala.org (click on “Publications” and then  “Booklists”) 

 6) Read and engage with your chosen book. 

 Read Actively – annotate with post-it notes or in the book itself if you  purchased your own copy.  
 Circle new vocabulary words, question theories you take umbrage with, underline important 
 quotations, look for patterns, make connections to other works, make predictions, express 
 agreement or disagreement, and mark literary devices you think are significant. 

Write five 1-2 page journal entries based on the given list of prompts.  Be sure to include direct 
quotations and page numbers to support your commentary and analysis.  You want your responses 
to be specific and detailed.  These are jumping off points or points of entry into your own 
discussion of the text.  Your journal should act as a written conversation between you and your 
book(s).  Be sure to hold up your end of the bargain!  Also, your journals must address the entire 
work.  Do not write all five entries about the same section of the book. 

http://www.ala.org/


1. Dialectical Journal – choose 3 quotes from the section that you read. Copy the quote in one column.  
Write your analysis of your selections in the other.  What are your thoughts, comments, ideas, and 
understandings about the significance of the chosen parts of the text? 

2. What is the writer’s purpose?  What does he/she hope to accomplish?  Choose at least two passages 
from the text that clearly demonstrate said purpose. 

3. Who is the author’s intended audience?  What group or subgroup of people is the author trying to 
persuade or inform?  What assumptions about the audience does the writer make? 

4. How does the author establish his or her own authority (ethical appeal)?  What does he/she do to prove 
he/she is a credible source?  If mentioned, how did he/she conduct his/her research prior to writing?  
Did you find the information in this book to be reliable?  How do you define “reliable?”  How did the 
author prove that his/her facts were true? 

5. What claims does the writer make?  How does he/she support them?  Do you ultimately find him/her 
convincing?  What is the author’s primary method of persuading his/her audience? 

6. Explain some things you have learned so far that you are not likely to forget in the near future. 
7. What questions does this book raise for you? What issues are addressed or ignored in the text? 
8. Did the author weave opinion into facts?  Can you find examples of each?  Explain. 
9. What patterns do you see emerging in the text?  Does the author repeat certain words or phrases?  

Sentence patterns?  Symbols?  Images?  Modes of narration? 
10. What connections can you make from the book to movies, news events, other texts, your own life, 

etc.?   
11. If your book has a main character, does he/she change over the course of the text?  If so, why and how? 
12. Write about something that intrigues, impresses, amuses, shocks, puzzles, disturbs, repulses or 

aggravates you.   
13. Look back at the vocabulary words you have circled throughout your reading.  Choose ten words that 

you really like and want to remember for future writing and speaking.  Explain your affinity for the 
word.  Elaborate on the word: its definition, words that are synonymous with it, the roots of the word, 
the history of the word, other words that you can relate to it. 

14. Choose a passage from the text that you think is just outstanding writing.  Include the passage and 
articulate why you find this selection so powerful. 

15. What rhetorical strategies or literary devices did you find that were significant?  Note the strategy or 
device and explain how it develops the text and contributes to the author’s overall purpose. 
   


